FEBRUARY

Representation of the
People Act receives Royal
Assent, extending the right
to vote to almost all British
men as well as women aged
over 30

R

Newly formed Soviet Red
Army goes into action
against the Germans for
the first time

Rationing begins in London
and the south of Britain

i i

The Bolshevik Russian
government signs a peace
treaty with the Germans
and other Central Powers at
Brest-Litovsk

R

First Battle of the Somme,
1918. The Germans launch

a strong offensive in France
(Operation Michael) aimed
at splitting the British and
French lines. The British

in particular suffer heavy
casualties and begin a

far reaching withdrawal.
Fighting continues to S April.

R

Following their advance
through the former Allied
lines, the Germans use a
long range railway gun to
shell Paris. Continues to 15
August.

G i

At a conference in Doullens,
French General Ferdinand
Foch becomes General in
Chief of all the Allied armies
in France

OCTOBER

R

Australian and British
troops, supported by Arab
forces, capture Damascus in
Syria. Further gains follow,
including the cities of Beirut,
Homs and Aleppo.

i E’E

Prince Max von Baden Turkish government seeks
becomes German Chancellor an armistice

i i

German government seeks
an armistice based on
President Wilson’s 14 Points

Austro-Hungarian
government announces
the country is to become a
federal nation based on its
many nationalities. Hungary
is to remain as a separate
kingdom.

R

Battle of the Selle. Allied
troops renew their offensive
in France, beginning a series
of battles that force the
Germans steadily back.

=

Largest and final German
aeroplane raid on London,
involving 33 aircraft. 49
people are killed and 177
wounded.

B

Battle of Vittorio Veneto.
Italians launch a strong
offensive in the north-east
along the River Piave, against
the Austro-Hungarian line
which begins to collapse.

R

R

Third Battle of the Aisne.
Third German offensive
(Operation Blucher) against
the French line, centres

on the Chemin des Dames
above the River Aisne.

Fighting continues to 6 June.

i i

General Eric Ludendorff Austro-Hungarian

resigns as the German

army’s Chief Quartermaster

General

government seeks an
armistice with the Italians

iflm

Turkey signs an armistice
with the Allies. Turkish troops
in Mesopotamia surrender.
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